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FOR THE SECRETARY FROM AMBASSADOR 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PBOR, PGOV, JO, US, XF 
SUB J : MESSAGE FOR KING HUSSEIN 

REF: STATE 177889 

1 . 1 SAW KING HUSSEIN AUGUST 2 SHORTLY AFTER HIS RETURN FROM IRAN 
AND DELIVERED TO HIM PRESIDENT'S LETTER CONTAINED REFTEL. KING 
THANKED ME FOR THE LETTER, SAID HE WAS VERY MUCH LOOKING FORWARD 
TO SECRETARY'S VISIT AND DISCUSSED WITH ME FEW POINTS IN THE LETTER. 

2. 1 TOOK OPPORTUNITY TO POINT OUT TO HIM FACT THAT YOUR VISIT 

WAS TO DISCUSS BOTH FRAMEWORK FOR AND PROCEDURAL ARRANGEMENTS 
INVOLVED IN GETTING TO GENEVA. I ALSO CALLED PARTICULARLY TO HIS 
ATTENTION, IN CONNECTION WITH INITIAL POINT OF PRESIDENT’S TIME 
MAGAZINE INTERVIEW, THE FACT THAT NEGOTIATIONS THEMSELVES HELPED 
TO IMPOSE UPON AND BRING ALONG PARTIES TOWARD CERTAIN GENERALLY 
ACCEPTED POSITIONS. 

3. KING SAID HE WAS READY TO DO ALL HE COULD TO HELP U.S. IN 
THIS PROCESS WITH OTHER ARAB STATES AND WITH THE ARAB POSITION IN 
GENERAL. RECENTLY HE AND HIS COURT CHIEF HAD DISCUSSED WITH THE 
ARABS TWO QUESTIONS: (A) WHAT CAN THE ARABS DO TO PRESENT A MORE 
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POSITIVE AND HELPFUL POSITION ON PEACE ARRANGEMENTS? AND (B) 

WHAT CAN THE ARABS DO TO HELP ' DODGE" THE PLO? HE SAID HE HAD NOT 
GOTTEN VERY FAR IN CONCRETE TERMS WITH EITHER OF THESE, BUT HE 
FELT HE HAD IMPRESSED UPON THE OTHER ARABS THE NEED FOR MORE 
POSITIVE THINKING ON THESE ISSUES. HE THOUGHT HE COULD DO MORE 
ON THESE POINTS IN SYRIA THAN IN EQYPT AND SAUDI ARABIA. 
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4. 1 ASKED THE KING ABOUT ASAD’S POSITION. KING SAID HE SENSED 
THAT AS HIS DOMESTIC, IRAQI AND LEBANESE DIFFICULTIES BUILT UP, 

ASAD WAS FINDING IT HARDER AND HARDER TO BE ABLE TO AGREE TO GO 
TO GENEVA. THE ISSUE OF POSSIBLY GOING WITHOUT THE PLO WOULD ALSO 
MAKE IT HARDER FOR ASAD TO ATTEND. HE DID NOT EXCLUDE POSSIBILITY 
THAT IRAQIS OR OTHERS MIGHT FIND A WAY TO BRING ASAD DOWN AND 
BLOCK SYRIAN ENTRANCE INTO NEGOTIATING PROCESS. I SAID WE CON- 
SIDERED SYRIA AN ESSENTIAL PARTICIPANT IN THE NEGOTIATIONS, 

WOULD BE GRATEFUL FOR ANY HELP HE COULD GIVE IN ENCOURAGING 
SYRIA TO PARTICIPATE, AND THAT I KNEW YOU WOULD BE MOST INTERESTED 
IN HIS PERSONAL ASSESSMENT OF THIS ISSUE. 

5. KING DID NOT RAISE QUESTION OF POTENTIAL U.S. CONTACTS WITH 
PLO IF PLO WERE TO ACCEPT 242 AND 338 AND NEITHER DID I. 

6. HUSSEIN SAID SHAH SEEMED TO BE MORE OPTIMISTIC THAN WARRANTED 
ABOUT PEACE PROSPECTS AND LESS AWARE THAN HE SHOULD BE OF JORDAN'S 
CONCERN THAT BEGIN UNDER BEAVY PRESSURE MIGHT RESORT TO WAR. KING 
SAID HE LEFT SHAH FEELING IRANIAN LEADER NOW BETTER UNDERSTANDS 
SITUATION. KING FEELS SHAH HAS BEEN TOO MUCH, UNTIL NOW, A 
PRISONER OF OVERLY OPTIMISTIC AND COLORED ISRAELI AND EGYPTIAN 
REPORTS AND ASSESSMENTS ON AREA SITUATION. 

7. KING SPOKE AT SOME LENGTH ABOUT IRAQI MILITARY CAPABILITIES 
AND HIS RECURRING CONCERN THAT IRAQIS WILL MOVE AGAINST KUWAIT 
MILITARILY. 
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8. AT KING'S REQUEST I BRIEFED HIM ON SCHEDULE OF YOUR TRIP AND 
ON EVENTS PROPOSED FOR JODAN. HE CLEARLY WANTS A LOT OF TIME FOR 
DISCUSSION. 

PICKERING 
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